ICFRE-Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore.
(Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education)
&
Tribal Welfare Department. Govt. of Tamil Nadu
& Vivekananda Trust

Collaborative Training on
Tamarind Cultivation and Value Addition
(Sponsored by CAMPA, MoEF& CC, GOI, New Delhi)

A training program on Value Addition of Tamarind for Improving Livelihoods was
conducted on 18th September 2025 at Jamunamarathur, jointly organized by the ICFRE —
Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore, the Tribal Welfare
Department, Government of Tamil Nadu, and the Vivekananda Trust, Tiruvannamalai. The
training formed part of the third objective of the project “Tamarind (Tamarindus indica Linn.):
Domestication, Conservation, and Deployment of Genetic Resources for Sustenance and
Livelihood Amelioration (AICRP-15), funded by CAMPA, MoEF&CC, Government of India,
New Delhi.

The program aimed to empower tribal women through capacity building in Tamarind
value addition. Fifty women from five tribal Self-Help Groups (SHGs) based in the Jawadhu
Hills, Tiruvannamalai District, actively participated in the training.

The inaugural session commenced with a welcome address by Shri. S. Muthupandiyan,
Technical Assistant, IFGTB, who highlighted the significance of the initiative. Dr. S. Balu, in his
capacity as Consultant to the Tribal Welfare Department, also delivered an special address on
tribal upliftment, encouraging self-reliance among tribal populations and stressing the
importance of utilizing natural resources effectively while safeguarding cultural heritage. He
called for greater collaboration between government agencies, research institutions, and local

communities to achieve sustainable livelihood solutions. Scientist Dr. A. Mayavel from IFGTB,



in his special address, highlighted that Tamil Nadu contributes nearly 25% of India’s Tamarind
production, with Jawadhu Hills playing a vital role. He further explained that the red variety of
Tamarind has multiple medicinal properties and that value-added products significantly increase
profitability. While raw Tamarind fetches only X100-120 per kg, converting it into value-added
products can easily triple the income, he stressed.

The technical and practical sessions were facilitated by Ms. M. Akshayasri, Dr. M.
Amaravel, Shri. G. Radhakrishnan, Shri. S. Muthupandiyan, and Shri. M. Jayakumar.
Participants were provided hands-on training in preparing a range of Tamarind value-added
products. Active engagement in these sessions enhanced their understanding of processing
methods and equipped them with practical skills for immediate application. Hands on training on
preparation of Tamarind Jam, Tamarind squash, Tamarind juice and Tamarind paste were given
to participants.

During the feedback session and valedictory, participants expressed gratitude to IFGTB
and collaborating agencies for organizing such a transformative program. They highlighted the
importance of practical training at the grassroots level in strengthening livelihood opportunities.
Shri. M. Jayakumar, Senior Technician, IFGTB, delivered the vote of thanks, acknowledging the
financial support of CAMPA, MoEF&CC, Government of India, and the valuable assistance of
the Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Tamil Nadu.

The program concluded successfully, with participants affirming that the training had
significantly strengthened their capacity to generate income through Tamarind-based enterprises,
thereby contributing to women’s empowerment and sustainable livelihood development in the

Jawadhu Hills.
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Group Photo of training on Tamarind Cultivation & Tamarind Value Added Products at
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Hands on Training on Production of Tamarind paste at Jawadhuhills
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Traihing on Tamarind \"alue Addition to tmpower
Tribal Women Farmers in Jawadhu Hills

TIRUVANNAMALAI

A ftraining program on
tamarind value addition was con-
ducted today in Jawadhu Hills to
empower tribal women farmers as
entrepreneurs. The program was
organized under the Tholkudi-
ynar Agricultural Management
Project — Aindhinai for the live-
lihood development of Jawadhu
Hill tribal communities. It was
jointly implemented by the Tamil
Nadu Government’s Department
of Tribal Welfare, Vivekananda
Foundation (Tiruvannamalat),
and the Institute of Forest Genet-
ics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB),
Coimbatore, functioning under
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Gov-
emment of India Dr. Balu, Pres-
ident of the Vivekananda Foun-
dation, delivered the welcome
address. Scientist Dr Mayavel
from IFGTB, mn his special ad-
dress, highlighted that Tamil
Nadu contributes nearly 25% of
India’s tamarind production, with
Jawadhu Hills playing a vital role
He further explained that the red

variety of tamarind has m llé
medicinal properties and that val-
ue-added products significantly
increase profitability While raw
tamarind fetches only 2100120
per kg, converting it into val-
ue-added products can easily tri-
ple the income, he stressed. The
camp was inaugurated by Tiru-
vannamalai District Tnbal Wel-
fare Officer, Kalaichelvi During

traming, detailed ldemonstm-
tions were given On preparing
tamarind jam, juice, and powder
for tamarind rice. Technical ex-
perts Maruthupandi, Jayakumar,
Akshayva, Radhaknshnan, and
Amaravel served as tramers. The
event was well-coordinated by
the Vivekananda Foundation, and
more than 50 tribal women partic-
ipated in the training program
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