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2.  Name of the Principal Investigator : Dr Archana R (2024-2026) 
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3.  Date of start & duration  : April 2021 (2021-2026) 

4.  Total Budget : 33.60 lakhs 

5.  Main Objectives 

1. Evaluation of the multi-location clonal trials of Thespesia populnea. 

2. Identification of superior and stable clones. 

 

6. Outline of Research Programme (yearly plan of action) 

 

1st Year Data collection, analyses and screening for health status 

2nd Year Data collection, analyses and screening for health status 

3rd Year Data collection, analyses and screening for health status 

4th Year Data collection, analyses and screening for health status 

5th Year Data collection, analyses and screening for health status. Identification of stable 

and superior clones across locations. 

 

7. Progress of the Project in brief 

Half yearly biometric observations were recorded from the field trials at Gudalur and Thalavaipettai and 

analyzed the same. The field trial at Panampally was destroyed due to fire on October 9 2023. No pest or 

disease attack could be observed from any of the trials. 

At six-monthly intervals, biometric data including total plant height (TPH), collar diameter (CD) and 

biomass index (BI) were recorded from all three above-mentioned clonal trials. 

With the recently analysed field data, the TPH was found to be non significant and CD and BI were found 

to be significant at a 5% level of significance and the best-performing clone for CD and BI was found to be 

clone 17 (4.972 cm) and clone 16 (4945 cm3), respectively at Thalavaipettai trial during the third year of 

planting. 



 

The third-year data recorded from Chennai indicated while analysis that, TPH and BI are found to be 

significant at a 5% level of significance and CD was found to be non significant and the best-performing 

clone for TPH  and BI were clone 29 (182.8cm) and clone 30 (3715 cm3), respectively. 

 

8.  Action taken on the recommendation of RAG 2023 

Nil 
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