From the

Director’s Deslk

The start of the vear for usin the Instih te
was encolraging with the visit of St
Jayanthi Matarajat, Hon'ble Minide of
State hdepetdent charge), Minishy of
Ernironment atd Forests, Goverrrnetit
of Irdia. The amouncements made by
the Minister on EMVIS centre at [FGTE,
support to Thane farmers and
iraumration of FGRMDM cormplex swere
again heartenitys. This is the fowrth year
sz have been interacting with Farrners
throushthe farmers’ mels. Therespotise
of farrmers for tree cultivation it Tarml
Madu and Feral iz etcowragitg. We in
IFGTE are proud that swe have
contributed to tree cultveton ouide
foreste and contitnied to render zervices
to the tree gmowers. The faroers
arpreciated [FGTE s efforts in prowviding
atn edcdlent patformn for discusdng
ismues raated to tree culbivation

We have had, as usual, roany trainitg
prograrornes for varous endussys and
ctalieholders cuthing across varous
sections of the socigty The DMatonal
Sermnar of Forest Health Managsrnent
iraumrated bor D, P Dilip Farnar weas
atother feather in the cap, asit provided
wohutions o pest and dissase problans
ercountered by the fres grodrers A too
day training ogarmime to [F5 officers
o1 Public Private Parthiership it Foresoy
was athenided by DG, ICFRE, swherein he
delivered the wledictoryaddress,

The period has alo best vary edifying
with the vist of D, Albert Milderoa,
Forestry Officer (Forest Genetic
Rewmirees) from FAC who revieiwed the
oouttry report prepared by [FOTE
throush extendue conmiltabve process
irnrolvingg all stalkcholders in the countrir
Appreciating the report, he stated that
the report besides contribubing to the
preparation of SCOW FGR swould alwo
support FGR  conservation and
ratagernettinthe conmitiy,

Wdl bemm ishalf done. [am are[FGTE,
ity this year, would talke 1 maty more
challenges and provide needy sohutions
for the cause of foresty in the country,

Dr. M. Krishnakumar
Directeor, IFGTB
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The Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree
Breeding, Coimbatore organised the Tree
Growers Mela 2012 on 23rd and Z24th
February, 2012 at Coimbatore. [t was
inaugurated by Smt. Jayanthi MNatarajan,
Hon'hle Minister of State  ([Independent
charge), Ministry of Erwironmernt and
Forests, Goverrmmert of India.

Dhring the funct on she released publications
brought out by [FGTE. Hon'ble Minister also
released two products, a hicfertilizer
developed by FGTB ard a pesticide HyACT
based onplantformulations.
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She distibuted awards to the staff of
IFGTE who had done meritorious

She announiced a grant of Rs. 1 crore to
produce 15 lakls of quality planting
stock of Casuarinag for supply to the
"Thane' cwlone affected farmers of
Cuddalore, Villupuram ard Puducherry
areas and distributed seedlings to the
farmers of these areas as a symbalic
gesture of the laurch of the programme .

She declared IFGTE as an ENVIS
Centre on the subject of Forest
Genetic Resources and Tree
Improvement.




CASUARINA - AS A LONG

ROTATION CROP

A study was takenup by the Institute of
Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding,
Coimbatore to estimate the wield of
pulpweood from 20-year-old
plantations of Casuarina equisetifclia
in the land belonging to Anilmiou
Nithyakalyana Perumal Temple at
Tirvidanthai, Kanchipuram district.
The Tarmil Nadu Newsprint and Papers
Litd., Pugalur, Karur conmmissicned this
study.

The plartation was raised at a spacitig
of 4" x4 (1 2mw 1.2 m) amourting to
adensity of 2778 trees per acre. Some
deviations it the planted spacing were
observed; however, average spacing
worked out to 12 » 12 m. The
casualty amounted to an average of
6£7% There existed huge variation in
girth of trees varing from 15 to 90 cm
with a very few exceptional trees
measuring up to 108 cm. Hence, the
trees were stratified into five girth
classes and frequency distribution of
trees in different girth classes was

FPulpuwood logs from a single tree
measuring girth of 82 5 em

It is estimated that pulpwood
production on fresh weight basis
without ary moisture loss) was 357
MT ha-1 amounting to productivity of
17 87 MT ha-1 year-l. Besides
pulpweood, firewocod production
amoutted to 47 MT ha-1. Interms of
volume of pulpwood, it was 414 m3
ha-1 from these plantations.
Large extent of land to the tune of
about 300 acres is available with the
Arulmigu Nithyakalyana Perumal
Temple at Thiruvidanthai,
Karchipuram district, Tarril Nadu, and
the soil is sandy, fit only for cultivation
of Casuarina equisetifolia. It is
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Mid-value for each girth class was
arrived at and representative mean
trees for each girth class were selected
and felled to assess yvield of pulpwood
with bark upta a thin end diameter of 5
cm (2 inches).
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Frequency distribution of trees in
warious girth classes in Casuarin
plaria tion

recorrnrended that after harvest of the
existing plartations, it would be apt to
utilize the lard for huther cultivation of
Casuarina, as the soil would be rich
with the nodules of Frankia, and would
help in better growth of the new
plantations. If not utilized, the land is
likely to be iwaded by species like
Prosopis juliflora and Calotropis
gigatitea, as cbserved in the blocks
harvested earlier. In this process, a
community nursery can also be
promoted invelving temple land and
local people, in collaboration from
[FGTB for inproved seeds and clones
for enhancing productivity and
shortening the rotati on period.

Another suggestion is that it would be
desirable to use the existing plantation
for selection of superior phenotypes to
develop productive clones of local land

races { or this region, betore clear felling
the stand for pulpwood. These cones
can be used immediately for
establishing a seed orchard, which can
be a source of superior seeds, for future
planting progranmes .

C. Buvaneswaran,
5. Saravanan,
K. Ravichandran,
R.S.C. Jayaraj

Inauguration of new buildings

Hon'ble Minister laid the foundation
store for the Forest Genetic Resource
Management Complex and the
Extension Auditorium worth Rs. 4. .60
crores for ocutreach programmes for
farmers and other stakeholders.

She congratulated the ICFRE for
remaining a stakeholder responsive
organization, and suggested that these
initiatives need to be sustained in the
future.

She announced that IFGTB will act as
nodal agency for Forest Genetic
Resource Management and eventually
this would lead to the establishment of
the Nati onal Bureau of F orest Genetics
Resources. She also appreciated the
efforts taken by IFGTR in preparingthe
country report for the State of World
Forest Genetic Resources [SOW FGR)
to bereleasedby FACin 2013,

Hon'ble Minister also declared open
the Exhibition on Agroforestry and
Farm Forestry Technologies, wherein
more than 30 forestry research
organizations, wood based industries,
bio-manures and bic-fertilizers
industries, farm equipments and
implements, organic products,
Imigation agercies, Tree Growers,
hitech nurseries involved in planting
stock product on, Self help groups, ete

participated .




Workshops & Seminars

& Workshop on "Assessment of Forest
Types of India” was orgatized at [FGTE
onn 2nd February, 2012 in which
representatives from research
organizations, forest department and
otherstakeholders participated.

4 National Stakeholder workshop
to prepare the country Report on
Forest Genetic Resources for SCOW-
FCR was held on Tth & 8th February
2012 Representatives from Forest
Departments, Research and Acadermic
institntions and Industries participated
it1 the worlshop. The team leaders for
the subgroups constituted to prepare
the report presented the respective
chapters.

4 workshop on "Tree Farming for
Sustainable Livelihood” was organised
on 23rd and 24th February 2012 as
part of the Tree Growers Mela 2012,
Scientists, acadericians, wood based
industries, {orest department, fanmers
spokes on various topics on themes
related to Improved Tree Farming for
erthancing livelihood, Technologies for
Dryland Tree farming, Wood based
Industries and Institutions, Market
demand and supply linkages, Energy
plantations and Rural livelhood, and
Best practices in Tree Culbvaton:
Farmers' Experiences. The workshop
was attended by about 1000 fanmers
besides representatives from Forest
department, wood based industries,
academic and research institutions,
voluntary organizations participated in
the waorkshop.

This was followed by a visit by Dr.
Albert Mikiema, Forestry Officer
[Forest Genetic Resources) from FAC
on282 12 to facilitate finalization of
the Country repart onFGRs.

A National Seminar on Forest Health
Management FHM-Z2012 was
organized on 21st and 22nd March,
2012

Trainings imparted

Three training programme under
'"Field Functicharies Training on
Bamboo under Natiohal Bamboo
Mission" were conducted in Jarmary
and March at [FGTBE with funding
support of Tamil MNadu Horticulhure
Development Agency [TANHODA),
Chennai. Arcund 100 field lewel
functionaries at the level of Assistant
Director of Hortenltures [ADHs),
Horticulture Officers [HOsz) and
Assistant Horticulture Officers [AHOS)
working in the Horticulture
Department of 9 districts of Tarmil
Nadu, participated in the training
programime. The participants were
taken to Bambusetun at FGTR,
Coimbatore, Bamboo trials at
Bharathiyar University, Bamboo Ply
factory, Angamaly, KFRI
Bambuseturn, Matural Bamboo Stands
at Athirapalli Falls and Kerala Forest
Research Institute, Peechi, Tamil MNadu
Forest Department Field Station at
Anthiyur, Bamboo plantation raised by
farmers at Vilarmundi and Natural
Bamboo Brakes in Indira Gandhi Wild
Life Sanctuary and Mational Park and
Parambilulam Tiger Reserve .
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4 training workshop on "Public
Private Partnership: Scope in
Forestry’ for the Indian Forest Service
Officers sporsared by the Ministry of
Erwirormmert and Forests, Govt. of India
was organized on 2lst and 22nd
February 2012,

4 total of 291FS officers from different
states of India participated in the
workshop. The training workshop had
interactive sessiors on Public Private
Partnership and experiences of varicus
sectors like APFDC, Tipura Forest
Development Corporation,  tourism,
trarspart, envirormental and  urban
lcomrrercial) sectors. A field wvisit was
organised to Anamalai Tiger Reserve

ard Parambilodam Tiger Reserve. Dr.
VK. Bahuguna, [F5, Director General,
ICFRE, Dehra Dun delivered the
valedictory address arnd distributed
certificates to the participants.

A training programme on "Role of
Iicro and macro propagation for large
scale production of quality plantingstock
with focus on economicaly important
tree species” was corducted at FGTR
on 26-27 March 2012 for the forest
quards of Kerala Forest and Wildlife
Departrent. Twernty seven participarnts
attended the hands on training.
Participatts were made aware of the
impartatice of genetic improvement and
management of commeon diseases in
clonal turseries. Demotstration  on
various micropropagation techniques in
forest trees was a highlight of the
training programime . A training marnal
was as o provided to the participants .

4 training programme on "Seed
Hardling ard MNursery Technology for
Biocdiversity conservation and
sustainable producti on” was irmparted to
the officials of Tamil Nadu Forest
Departirent dwing 16th and 17th
March 2012

Extension Activiies at
Demo Village

4 Demonstration was organised to
farmers and self help group mermbers on
Biofertilizer and biomanure production,
identification of disease ard pests in
plartations arnd their control to the
Farmers and Women Self Help Group of
Kandiyur village, Coimbatore district,
Taril Madu on Gth Jarmary 2012

Books published:

[FGTE Vision Docmernt
Proceedings of TESFS Seminar
Proceedings of Casuarina Warkshop
Biofertilizers & Biomatnires
Principles and applications of
Fratkia

Girrelina arborea [Tarnnil)
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Brochures

1. Irstitute’s brochure in Hindi
2. Volume table for Casnarina

For Comespondence:

THE EXTENSION OFFICER
Institute of Forest Genetics and
Tree Breeding,

P.B No. 1061, RS Puram HPC
Coimbatore - 641 D02
Phone : 91 422 2484113
Fax : 91 422 243'!]549
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